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February seemed to fly past and we are hitting the pavement running in March! Have a look at what has happened
in the life of The Chaeli Campaign over the past month.

SPOTLIGHT ON....
Hazel Mitchell
If you follow The Chaeli Campaign on social media then you will be
familiar with Hazel, our community worker in Lavender Hill.
We have shared some of Hazel's story before but this month we dive a
little deeper. Read her Story of Hope and learn why Hazel does what
she does and how she got involved with our organisation.
Read an excerpt from the article featured on our website below:
Working for more than a decade as a carer at an assisted living facility
in Cape Town, Hazel has always been dedicated to improving the
quality of life for those who may otherwise stay ignored, unwanted, or
even abandoned. The awareness of her power to change the lives of
others came before the age of 12 – not out of choice, but of necessity.
Hazel was called to care for her own family, decades prior. The adults
in Hazel’s life could not cope.
Growing up in a small town in Namibia, Hazel’s parents got divorced
and the family moved without her father to Springbok, South Africa.
But, being unable to overcome her grief was part of the reason her
mother’s spirit and in some ways, her will to live had been broken. In
the ensuing years her mother suffered such severe depression she
was admitted to Valkenberg Psychiatric Hospital for weeks at a time,
returning only for interspersed weekend stints.
With an unstable mother and her father absent in Namibia, Hazel and
her two siblings were left in the care of their grandmother. But, elderly
and in poor health, her grandmother’s caregiving duties were limited.
Hazel knew she had to step up.
Read more....

Chaeli Cottage
Preschool Graduate
Leigh started at Chaeli Cottage Preschool on her
9th birthday. She was shy and quiet at first but
with time she showed us that she has a
wonderful sense of humour, was kind to her
friends and was always keen to help the
teachers with any tasks they may have had for
her.
As Leigh got older we realised that she needed
to move on to a school more appropriate for her
age. For the past two years the teachers and
therapists at Chaeli Cottage have been assisting
her family in trying to secure her spot at a new
school.
This month she started at her new school and
the look of joy on her face says it all!
It is not always easy for children with disabilities
to transition from one school to another. Our
principal and therapists followed up regularly with
the school and ensured that the family were
supported with the admin required to complete
the process.
We know that Leigh will thrive at her new school
and we are thrilled that she is so happy there.

Pay-it-Forward Ambassadors
back in the swing of things
Did you know that we not only have Pay-it-Forward
Ambassador groups in Cape Town? We also have groups in
Johannesburg, Bloemfontein, Soshanguve, Kimberley and
East London.
Once a month groups of children between the ages of 9 and
17 years meet and our facilitators provide training about how
social entrepreneurship can create positive change in young
change-makers and their communities.
We launched all of our Ambassador groups this month and
we loved the photo we received from our Johannesburg
Saints chapter where they ended off their session with a
meditation moment under the oak trees.

The world of fashion becomes INCLUSIVE
Our East London Pay-it-Forward Ambassador facilitator,
Lauren Wagner-Meyer, is changing the face of fashion.
Lauren, a fashion student, with a congenital spinal defect
is advocating for inclusion in the fashion industry. As part
of her third-year BA Fashion Design assignment she
designed the New Normal collection.
We would like to congratulate Lauren on her collection
and can't wait to see what she brings to the industry in the
near future!
Read the article featured in ThisAbility here.

Have you made a donation to The
Chaeli Campaign?
We love to thank our supporters personally, however
we do understand that sometimes you would prefer to
remain anonymous. Then there is the issue of Tax
Certificates...
If you have made an anonymous donation to The
Chaeli Campaign but would like a tax certificate
please email our Finance Manager directly and she
will respect your anonymity and issue you with a
receipt.
Email di@chaelicampaign.co.za for your Section
18A Tax Certificate.

Conversations with Chaeli | Episode 5
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The 5th episode of Conversations with Chaeli will be
taking place on SATURDAY, 06 MARCH and you don't
want to miss out on this one!

Are you a parent of a child living with disabilities? Are
you struggling to make time to process what’s
happening in your life?

Chaeli will be joined by Daniel Mpilo Richards, a
business owner and an award-winning actor and
writer who uses his work to address social discourses
and Rob van Vuuren, a multi-talented comedian who
doubles up as a professional actor, playwright, director
of theatre productions, show host and dancer.

Life can be chaotic, but learning to slow down can
help us enjoy the blessings along the way.

Register here to join Chaeli, Daniel and Rob as they
chat about COMEDY IN CRISIS.

Email kirsten@chaelicampaign.org for the Zoom link.

We would love you to join us for our next Parent
Booster Session taking place on Thursday, 25
March at 19h00.
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